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Monacelli Press, United States, 2009. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book.
Skidmore, Owings Merrill, founded in 1936, is one of the largest and most influential architecture firms in the
world. SOM has long been known for innovation, experimentation, design excellence, and technical mastery,
for an abiding interest in the contributions that buildings can make to the life of cities, and for a collaborative
approach that extends to all aspects of the design and construction processes. This volume, which presents
work from the 1970s and early 1980s, reproduces a monograph first published in 1983. SOM s growth as a large
architectural firm began almost fiCy years ago. By 1981 there were nine oDices in the United States with a total
of more than 2,100 members. The decade 1973-1983 brought retirement to a number of well-known founding
partners. Nevertheless, SOM s reputation for design leadership has been maintained through creative
dissidence, as one of the younger partners describes it. The firm moves with distinction into a third and fourth
generation. This book, organized by region, reveals the firm s architectural response to a decade that greatly
changed American society. The firm s work of the past decade belonged to the city, and especially the urban
oDice tower. Architectural restraints, new technology and programs created opportunity for a new generation
of distinctive towers that have become important additions to the skylines of major American cities. The tall
building has evolved to new purposes, and the result has been expanding variations on tower architecture. The
late Chicago partner Fazlur Khan, who led the way by creating the flexible, economical tube structure, was
enthusiastic about the tall building, claiming it permits work and residential space to locate where and when
most needed. The tall building, for him, was a remarkable economical and...
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