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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: . . . be quite possible to note one by one every minaret, every spire and cypress tree,
that crowns her heights from Seraglio Point to the cemetery of Eyub. The waters of the Bosphorus and Golden
Horn turn to a marvellous ultramarine; the sky, of the color of amethysts in the east, grows fiery as it reaches
Stambul, lighting up the horizon with a hundred tints of crimson and gold, making one think of the first day of
creation. Stambul grows dim, Galata golden, while Skutari, receiving the full blaze of the setting sun upon her
thousand casements, looks like a city devoured by flames. And this is the most perfect moment in all the twenty-
four hours in which to see Constantinople. It is a rapid succession of the most exquisite tints--pale gold, rose,
and lilac--mingling and blending one with another on the hillsides and waters surface, lending to first one part
of the city and then to another the finishing touch to its perfect beauty, and revealing a thousand modest
charms of hill-and country-side, which were too shy to thrust themselves into notice beneath the blaze of the
noonday sun. It is then that you see the great melancholy suburbs losing themselves amid the shadows of the
valleys--little purple-tinted hamlets smiling on the hilltops; towns and villages which languish and droop as
though their life were ebbing away; others disappear from view as you look at them, like fires which have been
suddenly extinguished; others, again, apparently...
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