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illustrated. 1878 Excerpt: . . . whose leadership in the Jewish nation was acknowledged by the monarchs around,
had the right conceded to him of striking coins. He was, without doubt, the first Jewish prince who issued
coined money, though his coins did not bear his head, but aichalice on one side, and a flower on the other.
Later Maccabasan rulers also struck coins, though none of them represented the person in whose reign they
were produced, yet they had his name in Hebrew or Greek. And then we come to the Idumasan period, so
interesting from its connection with the Advent of Christ. As money had in those days less wear and tear than it
has now with us, there were plenty of the shekels coined under the Maccabees to be had in Palestine during the
early years of the Christian Era; and these, as also the half and quarter shekel, were alone deemed by the Jews
to be fitting as offerings for the Temple service. Hence the demand for change in the very precincts of the Holy
Place. (John ii. 14. ) The stater (Matthew xvii. 27) was taken as the equivalent of the shekel in Roman coinage,
which, under the Herodian government, began to supplant the native coinage. The universal denarius was a
silver coin of the Emperors; and brass coins, Graeco-Roman, became general also; as the farthing, the fourth of
the as, and the mite its eighth. A few gold coins may have been brought into Palestine by...
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