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Wipf Stock Publishers, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Being Christian in the Twenty-first Century was written to help struggling and doubting Christians
develop an understanding of Christianity that avoids literalism, creeds, and doctrines--all factors which seem to
be driving people away from the church. The book is well suited for individual or group study, complete with a
study guide and sample lesson plans. It responds to the call for theological reform advocated by many
contemporary clergy and religious leaders. Being Christian does not restate orthodox positions or drift into
fundamentalism or sentimentalism. Instead it draws from a broad base of historical, theological,
archaeological, and sociological scholarship to place Scripture within its original context, yet present it within a
perspective suitable for the twenty-first-century mind. Being Christian is scholarly, yet readable, interesting, and
often provocative. One reviewer put it this way, the book reminds me of a baseball pitcher with a long wind up
and a hard fastball getting better in every inning. By building upon progressive thought available today and
throughout history, it offers an important resource for Christians and would-be Christians seeking a more
fulfilling and thoughtful faith journey. Born of a questioning faith and informed by rigorous scholarship, Being
Christian in the Twenty-First Century is fides quarens intellectum (faith seeking understanding) at its best. Gould
s work is as valuable to the emerging church as that of Marcus Borg, John Dominic Crossan, and John Shelby
Spong. --Tom Stella, author of Finding God Beyond Religion Sam Gould turns back to the future by offering a
progressive interpretation of biblical texts and traditional church teachings that contemporary Christians can
embrace as rational, ethical, and humanist. He writes for those who wish to be Christian without forfeiting their
critical intelligence or liberal...
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