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Now, the accomplirtiment of the plan formed by God himfelf,
to fend the Meffiah for the falvation of mankind, required that
the fervice of the temple mould be reftored, and kept up till the
coming of the Meffiah: and thefe were the duties contained in
the oath propofed by Efdras; and this oath was the more
rcafonable, as the duties were the very fundamentals of their
religious and civil conftitution. Ifraels pofleffion of the land
was, by virtue of the covenant, connected with their
performance of the duties fpecified to them by Efdras; and this
oath was in effedt only a renewal of the arttient covenant with
God: nothing of homage or obedience was fworn to Efdras.
SECTION LXIIf. Farther IF the oath of allegiance be fo well it.
Warranted in Scripture, how is it that Samuel, after
discharging his office of...
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