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indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: .engine controlled by a shaft governor can be so adjusted as to regulate,
not merely to 2 per cent., or 1 per cent., but to actually pass the point of exact regulation and run faster under
load than when light. So far as regulation in terms of r. p. m. is concerned, | per cent, or 2 per cent, regulation is
sufficiently close for all ordinary purposes. Secondly, the most important consideration in the regulation of
engines in incandescent stations is not their variations from minute to minute, but from stroke to stroke. An
engine may make 3 o turns per minute, counted for each successive minute of the hour, and yet may at any
given instant be running sensibly above or below this speed, in an effort to meet a momentary fluctuation of
load. We say that every engine may do this, and we have observed that most engines do do this frequently, the
difficulty being, not a matter of the construction of the governor, but purely a question of lubrication. A perfect
governor is one which will maintain the speed, not at an average of 300 r. p. m., but at the rate of 300 r. p. m.
for each and every stroke. A properly constructed governor will maintain the average of regulation to which it
is set, but it can only secure instantaneous regulation when friction is practically eliminated. It has been our
experience that nothing but a complete bathing of the governor...
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