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records to good hospital service are the purposes of these pages. The sheets or record-forms described in the
following pages are published simultaneously by the College in Bulletin No. 2. Vol. IV. The sole object in issuing
these two bulletins is to make for the better practice of medicine; and whatever value they may present toward
this end springs from the good co-operation of the hospitals with the College in its program of hospital
standardization. The keeping of case records in hospitals came about in a natural fashion. Long ago, as the
practice of medicine developed into a profession, the more competent and conscientious practitioners made
notes for themselves as to the physical condition of their various patients and as to what they did for their
patients. These notes were aids to the memories of the doctors who made them, and a guide for other doctors
when similar cases presented; they were an effort in the interest of the patient. Then by very swift degrees
medicine became a more complex and exact science and the need for notes or records in clinical practice
became more imperative; and as this process went on and great strides forward occurred in medical science
like the discovery of bacteria, anaesthesia, and asepsis, there came a quick development of hospitals with their
cleanliness, their laboratories, their X-ray apparatus, their dietitians, their trained nurses, and their case
records. All of these advances are to aid the doctor in the care of his patients....
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