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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from East Coast Historical Records In the fourth and fifth
decades of the nineteenth century the portion of the coast of New Zealand extending from Hicks Hay to Wairoa
in Hawke s Hay, about 140 miles in length, and now comprised in the counties of Waiapu, Cook and Wairoa, was
commonly known by the whalers and traders who frequented it as The East Coast, and this is the region with
which the following reminiscences arc more immediately connected. The district is very hilly, the ranges near
the coast varying from 200 or 300 feet to an altitude of over 2000 feet, the highest point in this part of the island
being Mount Hikurangi, which reaches nearly 6000ft. The population was to be found generally within a short
distance of the coast, though in a few favourable localities it extended as far as 20 or 30 miles inland, the
mountainous parts of the interior being altogether without inhabitants, except that there were fortified
strongholds, in places difficult of access, to which people might retreat when hard-pressed by an enemy.
According to the census of 1911 the native population of this district is 6586, but in the early part of last century
there were probably at least four times as many. As an illustration we may note that the number of males
above the age of fifteen in the whole of the district is now given as 2567, whereas in 1834 two pas in the Waiapu
Valley, Eangitukia and Whaka-whitira, taken together, were said to muster no less than 2560 fighting men. In
this, as in other parts of the country, the various tribes were very frequently at...
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