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no doubt are. Yet, if we look at their results in the numerous Acts Obtained by Local Authorities, as well as in our
canal and railway systems, our water-works, gas-works, tramways, docks, harbour and river improvements,
and other enterprises, we may see how immense an in?uence they have exercised for the public good. An
attempt is made in these volumes to trace the growth of this jurisdiction over personal rights and interests, the
powers of local authorities, and those of the trading corporations which have had so sudden a rise and so vast
a development, mainly during the Victorian era. All these rights and powers, intimately affecting the social life
of the British people, are the creation of private and local statutes. On the faith of these Acts, a colossal capital
has been subscribed and lent under conditions and for objects approved by Parliament, often after patient and
prolonged in quiry. Investors have trusted to the continued control of Parliament, and to the security thus
afforded against uncalled-for interference with their interests. To this same control, again, the public have
always looked for protection against arbitrary powers or monopoly. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
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